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Background
The Danish Building Regulations provide that domestic water-supply installations shall be constructed in accordance with the Danish Code of Practice for Domestic Water-Supply Installations ("Norm for vandinstallationer"), DS 439, and that drainage from buildings with related sanitary drainage and waste-water installations shall be constructed in accordance with the Danish Code of Practice for Sanitary Drainage - Water-Water Installations ("Norm for afløbsinstallationer"), DS 432.

According to the above codes of practice factory-made products which are incorporated in or connected to water-supply or drainage systems shall be subject to approval by the Danish Ministry of Housing. Information is given by ETA-Danmark, which has been notified by the Danish Ministry of Housing to handle and administer the approval scheme. 

The approvals serve as documentation that the approved product conforms to the functional requirements provided by the Danish Building Regulations and related codes of practice. 

Administration of the approval scheme
Approval of products for water supply installations and sanitary drainage/waste-water installations are issued by:
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DS Certificering A/S

ETA-Danmark
Kollegievej 6
DK-2920 Charlottenlund
Phone: +45 72 24 59 00  Fax: +45 72 24 59 04
Acceptance criteria
The basis of approval shall be the current codes of practice for water-supply and drainage systems, respectively, which means that the approval scheme covers appliances incorporated in the part of a water-distribution system or a drainage system situated in buildings and appurtenant sites. 

The basis shall furthermore be the current acceptance criteria, standards and test conditions. Where such conditions or standards do not exist, the requirements and test conditions shall be fixed to the best of our judgement. 

In each individual case ETA-Danmark determines whether approval can be granted on the basis of existing information on the product, e.g. reports from foreign testing institutes. If not, testing shall be carried out at a testing institu​tion approved by ETA-Danmark according to the test conditions prepared by ETA-Danmark. The test results form part of an overall assessment of the suitability of the appliance for approval. 

The approval covers a specified field of application according to information from the applicant. The approvals aim at ensuring that water-supply and drainage systems are designed and constructed in such a way that they provide satisfactory safety in situations of fire and with regard to 

safety and health and that their quality is satisfactory taking account of their intended use. 

Application procedure
In case you wish to obtain an approval of product for water supply or drainage installations, please send an application to ETA-Danmark containing the below information:
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1
Name and address of the applicant as well as signature of the person legally responsible.
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2
Brief description and specification of the appliance for which an approval is requested, including information of the manufacture.
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3 
Information on the purpose for which the appliance is requested for approval. 

For final handling of a case of approval, ETA-Danmark furthermore requests the following information:
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4
Detailed description and specification of the appliance for which an approval is applied for.

This specification may vary in nature. For certain products a description or a simple dimensioned sketch may be sufficient. For other products more elaborate drawings, e.g. brochures, installation instructions, etc. may be required. Technical specifications, however, are only required to the extent that they are relevant for connection of the product to water-supply and/or drainage systems. 

For products incorporated in drinking-water supply systems ETA-Danmark usually requires the presentation of drawings including information on material regarding all product parts in contact with water. For products solely to be applied for technical purposes a diagram of water ways with information on components may be sufficient. For products incorporated in drainage systems it is necessary to submit drawings with chief dimensions as well as information about materials.

Application form
Please contact ETA-Danmark for requisition of an application form for filling in the necessary information. 

Test reports and calculations, if any

The necessary calculations, certificates and reports for testing, etc. which are required in accordance with the current acceptance criteria to determine the conformity of the appliance to current requirements shall have been presented prior to final consideration of the case. Any certificates and test reports shall be from recognized, independent testing laboratories - Danish or foreign.

Information on marking
Information as to the marking of the product as well as the manner of such marking at the time of the application shall be provided. For information on the requirements for marking in the event that an approval is granted see below.

Agreement on inspection

A copy of the agreement between the inspection body and the applicant (the factory) shall be presented before final approval can be granted in cases where the acceptance criteria contain requirements for impartial inspection of production. The inspection body shall be a recognized, independent organization - Danish or foreign - which shall undertake to send copies of inspection reports to ETA-Danmark.

Declaration from the manufacturer
A declaration, if required, from the manufacturer (e.g. in case there are several distributors of the same product) regarding his acceptance of the obligations in connection with sale and delivery in Denmark of the products in question, in particular his obligation to supply components which are in accordance with the components on which the approval is based. 

Information as to the necessity of such a declaration will be forwarded by ETA-Danmark in connection with the forwarding of the draft approval at the latest. 

The application is ready for registration when the above clauses 1, 2, and 3 have been completed. When forwarding an application, however, it is an advantage if the other clauses have been completed to the extent that the information is available. 

Testing
When the case is registered the applicant will be notified of any supplementary information or documentation required and of whether it is necessary to submit a sample appliance. 

Where ETA-Danmark requests testing of the material, the applicant will furthermore receive information as to which tests are required, where such testing can be carried out and the way in which sampling is to be handled. 

Issue of the approval
In case the appliance is approved by ETA-Danmark, the applicant will receive notification to that effect together with the draft approval and a copy of an accompanying letter containing the specific terms of the approval, including requirements for marking of the product and other terms of maintaining the approval for the period of time stated for the approval, which is a maximum of 3 years. 

All appliances which have been VA-approved shall hereafter be marked with a durable manufacturing mark to ensure easy identification of the appliance. Furthermore, there may be a requirement for specification of dimensions, material(s), time of manufacturing, limits of operation or use and the like. 

In certain cases it will be a requirement that a durable approval mark shall be affixed to the appliance. 

In general it will be possible to obtain permission to affix the mark of the Danish Ministry of Housing ([image: image1.png]


 ) to the appliance. 

ETA-Danmark shall assume no responsibility for infringement of any patent rights, etc.

Scope of validity

The VA approvals are a supplement to the Danish Building Regulations and - in the same way as the rules of the Danish Building Regulations - they should form the basis of approval by the local building authorities, unless otherwise specified in the approval. 

Maintaining the approval

The holder of the approval is under an obligation to supply components which conform to the components on which the approval is based. 

Current approvals may at any time be reconsidered, revoked or their renewal refused in the event that 

-
any regulations within the area in question are decided, revised or cancelled,
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-
the approved product is changed in such a way that the changes concern matters covered by the approval,
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-
in connection with current inspection related to the approval or in any other way it is established that the approved product no longer fulfils the requirements, or
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-
use of the approved product has resulted in unacceptable implications for the product or its surroundings.
Transfer of the approval
The holder of the approval is responsible for ensuring that the appliance is manufactured in accordance with the terms of the approval, and any transfer of the approval can therefore not take place without permission from ETA-Danmark. In case the holder of an approval wishes to transfer the approval to another party, both parties shall submit a request in writing to ETA-Danmark. Where transfer of the actual production or of the import of the appliance cannot be done without changes or adjustments, new tests may be required.

Renewal of the approval
An approval is issued for a certain period of time, usually no more than 3 years. In case, within this period of time, the appliance has functioned in a satisfactory manner and it furthermore meets the requirements and regulations in force at the time, the approval may, subject to application, be renewed for a new period of a maximum of 3 years. The approval shall only be valid for the appliance of the construction and design presented at the time of the approval. Should the design, construction or equipment of the appliance be changed, it must be submitted for approval again. 

Publication of the approvals
The printed VA approvals are distributed to all building authorities in Denmark as well as to other relevant authorities or institu​tions.

Rates of fees
For handling an application for approval a fee is charged, the amount of which is fixed by the Danish Ministry of Housing. 

Expenses for testing shall be paid by the applicant to the testing authorities in question. The same applies to expenses in connection with current inspection required as part of the terms of the approval.

CE marking
According to the Construction Product Directive the EU approval mark, CE, may be affixed to a construction product where it is in accordance with a harmonized technical specification and thereby conforms to the essential requirements of the Construction Product Directive. 

Up to now (March 1996), however, there are no harmonized technical specifications applicable by manufacturers of construction products.

It is expected to be some years before the first harmonized technical specifications will be available within the area of water supply and drainage (VA). Until then, products for water-supply and drainage systems shall be covered by the VA approval scheme in Denmark.
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